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Upcoming 

Events: 
 

• June: Club Officer 

Training.  See 
pages 8-9 for Flyer 

and Agenda 
 

• July 3-7: 108th LCI 
Convention, Hong 

Kong, China 
 

• Aug 15: District 11-
E1 Cabinet/Town 

Hall Mtg, Luther 

Lions Den 
 

• Sep 3-5: USA/ 
Canada Lions 

Leadership Forum, 

Memphis, TN 

Upcoming Club 
Visits: 

 

• June 1: Fremont 

• June 2: Cadillac 

• June 8: Mt Pleasant 

• June 9: Weidman 

• Arcadia: TBD 

• Baldwin: TBD 

• Sand Lake: TBD 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

As we enter the final month of this Lions year, I want to personally thank each Lion and club 

throughout District 11-E1 for your dedication, service, and commitment to Lionism. It has truly 

been an honor and privilege to serve as your District Governor during the 2025–2026 Lions 

year. 
 

I am proud to report that our district currently stands at +13 in membership growth, and even 

more impressive, we have maintained positive membership growth every single month 

this year. This accomplishment reflects the energy, commitment, and welcoming spirit of our 

clubs across the district. 
 

Another tremendous achievement is that 100% of our clubs have reported at least one 

service project in the Lions Portal this year. This demonstrates that Lions in District 11-E1 

continue to actively serve their communities and make a meaningful difference every day. 
 

I also want to thank the clubs that supported Lions Clubs International Foundation this year. To 

date, 63% of our clubs have contributed a combined total of $12,440 to LCIF. Your 

generosity helps Lions respond to disasters, support humanitarian causes, and improve lives 

both locally and worldwide. I would encourage any remaining clubs that have not yet 

contributed to consider making a donation before the close of the Lions year.  Our district did 

receive a LCIF grant just a month or so ago to help with those families affected by the floods. 
 

As we prepare for the upcoming year, one area still needing attention is club officer reporting. 

Currently, only 40% of our clubs have reported their incoming officers in the Lions 

Portal. Timely officer reporting is critical to ensuring clubs receive important communications, 

access training resources, and begin the new Lions year successfully. Please work with your 

club leadership teams to complete officer reporting as soon as possible. 
 

To assist clubs and incoming officers, District 11-E1 will be hosting five Club Officer Training 

Sessions throughout June. These sessions are open to current and incoming Presidents, 

Vice Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, LCIF Coordinators, and any Lion interested in 

leadership development. The training flyer and agenda are included in this newsletter (pages 

11-12), and I strongly encourage all clubs to participate. 
 

Finally, we continue to seek Lions willing to step forward into district leadership opportunities, 

including: 

• Zone Chairpersons 

• Committee Chairpersons 

• Global Extension Team (GET) Coordinator 
 

Strong Districts are built by Lions willing to lead, mentor, and serve beyond the club level. If 
you have ever considered becoming more involved at the district level, now is an excellent time 
to step forward. 
 

Thank you again for your friendship, support, and dedication throughout this Lions year. 
Together, we have accomplished many great things, and I know the future of District 11-E1 
remains bright. 
 
Yours in Service, 
Lion Jeff Schafer 
DG 11-E1 

 

Governor’s Corner:  
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 District Team 
 
District Governor: 

Jeff Schafer (Coleman) 
(812) 325-3130 
jeff.schafer1@comcast.net 
 
1st Vice District Governor: 

Vacant 
 
Assist 2nd Vice District Governor: 
Heather Dourron(Cedar-Maple City) 
(248)-644-1963 
Hdourron1963@gmail.com 
 
Cabinet Secretary: 
Donna Vangessel (White Cloud) 
(813)-713-4909 
walmartredhead@yahoo.com 
 
Cabinet Treasurer: 

Jaymie Ricksgers (Weidman) 
(805) 551-0248 
jaymie.ricksgers@gmail.com 
 
Global Membership Chair: 
Jeff Morse (Lake Ann) 
(231) 620-5333 

Inlandfirechief@gmail.com 
 
Global Leadership Chair: 
Vacant 
 
Global Service Chair: 
Steve Adsmond (Fremont) 
(231) 740-7076 
adsmond@comcast.net 

 
LCIF Chair: 
PDG Sheryl Schafer (Coleman) 
(812) 325-7762 
sheryl.schafer1@comcast.net 

 
District Administrator: 
Peggy Frank (White Cloud) 
(616) 217-6840 
pfrank1219@yahoo.com 

 
Newsletter Editor: 
Paula Rigling (Arcadia) 
(512) 791-4701 
district11E1Newsletter@gmail.com 
 

                 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with those Lions who lost family members, those that have 
family members or friends that are sick or in the hospital or at home, and all others whose 
losses are unknown to us at this time.  
 

Lions if you have prayer requests, please let me know so we can add you to the prayer list. If 
anyone has a concern and would like for me to pray with you over the phone, I will be glad to 
do that too. Prayer and trust are powerful in our lives.    
 

Hope to hear from you, Blessings.  -  Lion Steve Adsmond, District Chaplain 

Prayer List: 
DG Jeff & PDG Sheryl Schafer 
PDGs Pam Schroeder & Dan Gibbons (Onekama) 
PDG Pete Conarty (Midland) 

         LCI Executive Committee Appoints  
        District 11-E1 Leadership Team 

District 11-E1 is pleased to announce that the Lions Clubs International 
Executive Committee has officially approved the appointments of PDG 
Laura Johnson as District Governor and Lion Roger Gilbert as Second 
Vice District Governor for the 2026–2027 Lions year. 

PDG Laura Johnson, a member of the Baldwin Lions Club, brings a wealth 
of Lions leadership experience and a strong commitment to service. Her 
dedication to Lionism and the communities we serve will help guide District 
11-E1 into another successful year. 

Lion Roger Gilbert, a member of the Mt. Pleasant Lions Club, will begin his 
journey in district leadership as Second Vice District Governor. His 
enthusiasm, leadership skills, and commitment to Lions service make him 
an excellent addition to the district leadership team. 

Please join us in congratulating Laura and Roger on their appointments and 
thanking them for their willingness to serve District 11-E1. We look forward 
to working together as we continue to strengthen our clubs, grow our 
membership, and expand our service to communities throughout the 
district. 

Congratulations, Laura and Roger! 

 

USA/Canada Lions 

Leadership Forum 

September 3-5, 2026 
Memphis, Tennessee 

 

Your registration fee covers 3 full days of educational seminars, 4 general sessions 
with professional speakers, and untold experiences with fellow Lions, LEOs and so 
many others.  Register today to join with us in celebrating 50 years of leadership 
skills, shared ideas, an atmosphere to build relationships and so much more. 

 

mailto:jeff.schafer1@comcast.net
mailto:walmartredhead@yahoo.com
mailto:jaymie.ricksgers@gmail.com
mailto:Inlandfirechief@gmail.com
mailto:sheryl.schafer1@comcast.net
mailto:pfrank1219@yahoo.com
mailto:district11E1Newsletter@gmail.com
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                     LCIF Update – Building Our Impact Together 
 

 

As we approach the close of another successful Lions year, I would like to thank the clubs and Lions throughout District 11-

E1 for their continued support of LCIF and the incredible humanitarian work it makes possible around the world. 
 

As of today, 63% of our clubs have contributed a combined total of $12,340 to LCIF during the 2025–2026 Lions year. 

Every donation—large or small—helps Lions respond to disasters, improve vision care, support youth, fight hunger, and 

strengthen communities both locally and globally. 
 

One of the exciting benefits of supporting LCIF is the direct impact it can have right here within our own district. Increased 

district giving helps strengthen our eligibility and funding opportunities through programs such as the District Community 

Impact Grant (DCIG) program. The stronger our district participation and contributions to LCIF, the greater our ability to 

secure grant funding that can support meaningful projects and service initiatives throughout District 11-E1 in the future. 
 

As we finish out the Lions year, we encourage every club that has not yet made a contribution to consider participating 

before June 30. Together, we can continue building momentum and demonstrate District 11-E1’s commitment to service and 

humanitarian impact. 
 

Every dollar donated represents hope, compassion, and the power of Lions working together to make a difference. 
 

Thank you again for your generosity, leadership, and dedication to Lionism. Let’s finish the year strong and continue 

building an even brighter future for our district and communities. 

 

Together We Serve. 
 
Yours in service, 
PDG Sheryl Schafer 
District 11-E1 LCIF Coordinator 

District Governor Appreciation Dinner Cancellation 
 
After much consideration, we have made the difficult decision to cancel the District Governor Appreciation Dinner 
that had been planned for Saturday, August 22. 
 

As many of you know, our son was critically injured in a tragic fire on March 15, 2026, suffering severe third- and 
fourth-degree burns over more than 65% of his body. Since that time, he has undergone numerous surgeries and 
continues to fight through a long and challenging recovery journey. 
 

As part of his treatment, both of his arms were amputated below the elbow, and his right leg was amputated below 
the knee. We are also continuing efforts to preserve his vision in both eyes. While his progress has been 
remarkable considering the extent of his injuries, the coming months will continue to require our full attention and 
support as a family. 
 

The current plan is for him to transition from the burn unit later this summer into a long-term rehabilitation center in 
Indianapolis, with hopes that he may be able to return home to Michigan in early January 2027. Follow-up 
treatment is expected to continue through the Ann Arbor area burn specialists. 
 

Over the past few months, we have been traveling to Indianapolis multiple times each week, and at times staying 
there for extended periods in our fifth-wheel camper near Indianapolis so we can remain close to him throughout 
his recovery. 
 

We sincerely appreciate the understanding, prayers, encouragement, and support shown by Lions throughout 
District 11-E1 and beyond. Your kindness and compassion have meant more to our family than words can express. 
 

Thank you for your continued friendship, support, and service. 
 
-DG Jeff & PDG Sheryl Schafer 
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CONTACT US: 

 
DG Jeff Schafer 
975 Outback Ridge 
Midland, MI 48640 
 
Cell: 812-325-3130 
jeff.schafer1@comcast.net 

We’re on the Web at:  

www.MILions11e1.org 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                  
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Club Member Sponsor 

Big Rapids Crisa Lyons PDG Jim Chipman 

Empire David Brazeau Matt Young 

Empire Ingrid Brazeau Carrie Young 

Mt. Pleasant Franklin Mackenzie Joseph Barberi 

Shepherd Richard Feltman John Williams 

 
Welcome New Members! 

District 11-E1 Lions 
https://www.facebook.co
m/groups/Lions11E1 

For the month of May, we added 5 new members. Overall, for the year, we have 
added 74 new members, transferred/reinstated 19 members & dropped 81 
members. Net gain for the year of +12. 
 
July 2025: +2       Nov 2025: +29   Mar 2026: +15 
Aug 2025: +1       Dec 2025: +21   Apr 2026: +11 
Sep 2025: +15     Jan 2026: +21    May 2026: +12 
Oct 2025: +14      Feb 2026: +15   Jun 2026: 
 
Congratulations District 11-E1, we have had POSITIVE membership growth every 
month during our LION YEAR! CONGRATS! 
 
 Bring a prospective member to a service project and remember “Just Ask One!” 
 

Eversight: Reflect on the Impact you helped make in 2025 

From January 1 through April 30, 3,539 donors and their families selflessly gave the gift of 

sight. 3,763 tissues were provided for sight restoring transplants, and 1,173 tissues helped to 

advance vision research and support clinical education and training. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Lions11E1
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Global Leadership Team (GLT) Corner: 
 

Club Officer Training Opportunities 

As we begin preparing for the upcoming Lion year, one of the most important steps we can 

take is ensuring our incoming club officers are equipped for success.  Strong leadership at the 

club level is the foundation of a strong district, and training plays a key role in that success. 

The Global Leadership Team (GLT) is pleased to offer Club Officer Training sessions designed 

to support incoming Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers, and all leadership team members.  

These sessions provide practical guidance, helpful resources, and an opportunity to ask 

questions and share ideas with fellow Lions. 

We currently have the following training sessions scheduled: 

• Saturday, June 6 – Greenville 1st Congregational Church 

• Thursday, June 11 – Kaleva Lions Club - $10 meal 

• Wednesday, June 24 – Shepherd Restaurant and Bar – Order from menu 

• Thursday, June 25 – Empire Township Hall 

• Tuesday, June 30 – White Cloud Lions Club - $10 meal 

We encourage all incoming club officers – and any interested Lions – to attend one of these 

sessions. 

In addition, we are looking to expand training opportunities across the district.  If your club is 

willing to host a Club Officer Training session during May or June, we would love to partner 

with you.  Hosting is simple and helps make training more accessible for nearby clubs. 

By working together and investing in leadership development, we can ensure our clubs remain 

strong, active, and impactful in their communities. 

If your club is interested in hosting or if you have any questions about training, please contact 

DG Jeff Schafer. 

Let’s build strong Leaders for a successful year ahead! 

Pages 11-12 in this newsletter is the flyer for the upcoming training sessions along with the 

tentative agenda for the session. 

Yours in Service, 
Lion Jeff Schafer 
DG 11-E1 
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 Global Membership Team (GMT) Corner:  
 

GMT Membership Update – Finishing Strong!  

District 11-E1 continues to move in a very positive direction as we approach the close of the 2025–
2026 Lions year. As of today, our district stands at +13 in membership growth, and even more 
exciting, we have maintained positive membership growth every single month this year! 

This accomplishment reflects the hard work of our clubs, the welcoming spirit of our members, and 
the dedication of Lions who continue to invite others to become part of something meaningful 
through service and fellowship. 

Membership growth does not happen by accident. It happens because clubs are active in their 
communities, visible through service projects, and willing to share the story of Lionism with others. 
Every new Lion brings new energy, new ideas, and new opportunities to strengthen our clubs and 
expand our impact. 

As we finish out the Lions year, let’s continue building momentum by: 

• Inviting prospective members to meetings and service projects 
• Sharing the impact your club is making in the community 
• Encouraging current members to stay engaged and involved 
• Welcoming new Lions with enthusiasm and mentorship 

We are in a strong position, but we are not done yet! Let’s work together to finish the year strong 
and create even greater momentum heading into the 2026–2027 Lions year. 

Thank you to every club and every Lion who has helped make membership growth a success this 
year. Your efforts are helping ensure a bright future for District 11-E1. 

Together We Serve. Together We Grow! 

For membership support or ideas, contact:  
Global Membership Team (GMT)  
Coordinator Lion Jeff Morse at 231-620-5333 or  
email: inlandfirechief@gmail.com. 

Flag Day 

Sunday 

June 14, 2026 
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DISTRICT 11-E1 IMPORTANT REMINDER 
CLUB OFFICER REPORTING FOR 2026–2027 

 

It is time to enter your club’s incoming officers for the 2026–2027 Lions Year into the Lions Portal. 

Accurate and timely officer reporting helps ensure your club: 
✅ Receives important district and LCI communications 

✅ Maintains access to Lions Portal resources 

✅ Allows incoming officers to receive training materials and support 

✅ Starts the new Lions year successfully 
 

Officers That Need To Be Reported: 
• Club President 

• Secretary 

• Treasurer 

• Vice Presidents 

• Membership Chairperson 

• LCIF Coordinator 

• Service Chairperson 

• Other club leadership positions 
 

HOW TO REPORT OFFICERS 
Step 1: 

Log into the Lions Portal 

 

Step 2: 

Select your club 

 

Step 3: 

Go to: 

Club Management → Officers 

 

Step 4: 

Enter incoming officers for the 2026–2027 Lions year 

 

Step 5: 

Save and submit your updates 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE ASAP 
Only a portion of District 11-E1 clubs have completed officer reporting so far.  Please help us achieve 100% club reporting before 

the start of the new Lions year. 
 

QUESTIONS OR ASSISTANCE? 
Contact: 

DG Jeff Schafer    Lion Peggy Frank (District Administrator) 

📧 Jeff.schafer1@comcast.net  pfrank1219@yahoo.com 

📱 Text/Call: 812-325-3130  616-217-6840 

 

Together We Serve • Together We Lead • Together We Grow 

mailto:Jeff.schafer1@comcast.net
mailto:pfrank1219@yahoo.com
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Puppy Raiser Jeff: 

We wanted to let you know that Avi has started Foundations training! The canine care team that has 
been working with Avi has some comments to pass along.  
 
Some things that Avi is working on are:  

• Sit  
  

Some things that Avi is good at:  
  

• Down, Making friends  
  

Something Avi excels at doing:  
  

• Settling for quiet village, Mat  
  

In her free time she likes to:   
  

• Chew toys, Cuddle, Get rump scratches 
  

Something unique we noticed about Avi is that she enjoys spending quiet time on her bed before settling 
down for a nap, often happily chewing on her Nylabones as part of her wind-down routine. This has 
been a great way for her to self-soothe and relax independently. When it comes to enrichment play, Avi 
is very engaged and expressive—she loves to pick up her toys and enthusiastically shake them back 
and forth. One of her favorite activities is playing with her antler Nylabone, which she will toss across the 
floor and then eagerly slide or pounce after it to retrieve it! 
 
You will receive another update on Avi during the Basic phase of training.  Please see the photos 
attached.  Thank you raising Avi in support of our program! 
 

🐾 Leader Dog Update: Avi 
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Chapter Chronicles 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Stanwood Lions Club nominated Lion Steve Cole as the Mecosta 
Volunteer of the Year.  During the 2nd Annual Volunteer of the Year 
Dinner hosted by the Mecosta VFW, Lion Steve Cole was presented with 
the Mecosta Volunteer of the Year plaque. 

Onekama Lions Club 

The Onekama Lions Club has been busy during the months of April and May this spring.  Photo on the left 

shows their participation in the “ONE” Onekama community service day put on by Onekama Consolidated 

Schools on May 8th.  The Lions worked with 3rd, 4th, 7th and 9th grade students to clean up the fairgrounds 

by pruning, weeding, painting and moving material.  The photo on the right the Onekama Lions held a very 

successful Quarter Paddle Auction on April 25th.  

Stanwood Lions Club 

Leader Dog Saylor (raised by DG Jeff and PDG Sheryl) is 

shown with her new client, Gena Garcia of Hawaii.  Earlier 

this year Saylor along with LD Liala (yellow female Lab) was 

delivered to two clients in Hawaii.  Gena is so glad that LD 

Saylor has another Leader Dog to have some play dates.  

Gena stated that LD Saylor is a real sweet dog with lots of 

energy.   

🐾 Leader Dog Update: Saylor 
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 Arcadia Lions Club 

The Arcadia Lions Club gave out four 

$2500 scholarships for college/trade 

school students.  Congratulations to: 

Olivia Johnson and Shawn Parker of 

Frankfort High School (not pictured), 

Jacob Miller of Bear Lake High School 

and Hailey Hart of Onekama High 

School.   

 

Greenville Lions Club 

Lions Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Friday, May 8th 

Thank you to everyone who helped work this event as we had a profit of $4,247.00! 

Family Fun Day – Vision Testing on Saturday May 16th at Montcalm Area Career Center 

We Screened 42 Kids with 37 passing and 5 being referred for additional evaluation. The Lions made a 

difference with 5 kids’ future vision! 

 

Used Eyeglasses to Ferris State 

University 

Thank you to Lion Mike Hurst who 

delivered 14 boxes of used eyeglasses to 

Ferris State University. These will be 

cleaned and evaluated, then available for 

future mission trips around the world to 

provide improved vision. 

Picture (Left): Congratulations to Elijah Purchase (in 

photo), Kadance Hottman & Alexander Grimaldo for each 

receiving a $1,000 College Scholarship from the Greenville 

Lions Club.  

Picture (Right): Congratulations to Lion Mike Kreitner for 

being named the Greenville Lion of the Year for 2025 – 

2026. President Ed Milam (left) with Lion Mike Kreitner 

(right). 
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Luther Lions Club 
June 7th, join us for our monthly Breakfast where we will be cellebrating all Fathers at this Breakfast served from 
8:30am-11:00am. Price is $12 for adults, and $6 for children 6-12 years old. Kids under 6 are FREE. All you can 
eat breakfast, including, eggs, meat, pancakes, French toast, potatoes, coffee and juice. 
June 11th, Feed America truck. Line up starts at 2:30 + or -. We do not know what foods we will be getting and 
all food is distributed until gone. 
June 20th, our last Bingo for the season. Doors open at 5pm. Early Bird Specials at 5:30pm and Regular Bingo 
starts at 6:00pm. Food available for purchase. Hope to See You There!  
Sept. 26th, Annual Auction. 
Oct. 7th, 2nd Annual RIDE for Charities. 
Nov. 14th, Craft Show and Bake Sale. 10am-4pm 
Dec. 24th, Sheriff Martin’s “Toy Give Away”  

Luther 

Memorial Day 

Commemoration 

Hightlights 

Onekama Lions Club 

(Again) 

Pictured above: The club recently celebrated 59 years of being a 

Lions Club, where special recognition was given to Heather Schlappi 

- Helen Keller Award Recipient and Bob Wendt, Lion of the year 

recipient. 

 

The Onekama Lions Club gave 

out two scholarships at the 

Onekama Consolidated 

Schools Awards Night and 

recipients were Hailey Hart 

and Mitchell Falk. 
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 MD-11 State Convention Photos 
Shanty Creek Resort, Bellaire, MI 

PDG Laura Johnson had a great time at the MD-11 State Convention held at the Shanty Creek Resort in Bellaire, 

Michigan in May 2026.  Pictured above on the left is PDG Laura, PID Gary Anderson and IP A.P. Singh.  Middle 

photo is PDG Laura and a stuffed Lion!  On the right photo is PDG Laura and IP A.P. Singh. 

 

PID Sangeeta Jatia is a highly accomplished leader in Lions Clubs International.  She 

made history by becoming India’s first female International Director, serving a two-

year term from 2012-2014.  She is a member of the Calcutta Midtown Lions Club 

since 1998.  She served as the Global Chairperson for the association’s “New 

Voices” initiative, which focuses on empowering women and promoting gender 

diversity in leadership roles. Outside of her volunteer work, Lion Jatia is an 

economics graduate from Calcutta University and is heavily involved in her family’s 

businesses and various community philanthropies. 

The 1979 MD-11 Lions Convention was the last time we had the honor of hosting a 

seated President, and we were honored to have International President Singh take 

part in our 106th Convention at Shanty Creek Resort and share his message as we 

Lead to Serve.  Serve to Lead, at this year’s convention. 

“As Lions, we serve the world, but we also lead the world in service.  Every act of 

service is a gift to humanity, but it’s also an act of leadership that inspires others to 

join us in making a difference.  

When Lions serve with passion and purpose, when we place the needs of others 

before our own, we are servant leaders, who strengthen our communities, our 

organization and the lives of the people we serve.” 
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