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DISTRICT GOVERNOR BILL BRADFIELD’S MESSAGE
As of this day, our annual Forum has been cancelled and we are trying to get it set up as a virtual
meeting. We will keep you posted. We will be conducting our annual District Convention at the
Evergreen Resort in Cadillac (April 22 – 23, 2022) and encourage all members to try to attend. This
date is pending any unforeseen problems with COVID. We have an International speaker scheduled
from Minnesota, PID Bruce Beck, in addition to our regular agenda, so please try to attend.
Your Council of Governors continues to conduct zoom meetings at least twice monthly and the
following activities are being planned: Council of Governors meetings will continue, a Special
Olympics program will be forthcoming in Detroit (we will keep you informed), and we have a Targeted
Social Media Webinar for Sunday March 13, 2022 at 4:00 PM. It was decided to have a “60 Members
in 60 Days New Member Campaign” that will last from April 1 to May 13. A new Certificate of Honor
has been developed for members that have passed and will be sent to surviving family members.
This will be incorporated at our annual convention in April. A training planned for 1VDG’s will be
forthcoming.
Awards at the annual convention for outstanding Lions will be presented at our convention in
Cadillac at the Evergreen Resort. The Karla Roebuck Sunshine Award is new and it was developed
by a committee of 3 Lions. It is to be given by the current Governor, who may select as many
recipients as he/she likes, and at the time and place of their choosing. Candidates must meet the
following criteria—the recipient will have served actively in some district level capacity for a minimum
of 2 years. The recipient must meet one of the following criteria:
A. Has performed a special act of kindness or service that has had a positive impact on fellow
Lions.
B. Has made a positive impact through activities designed to address the needs of individuals,
families, and/or the community.
C. Builds the morale and inspires others through their actions.
D. The recipient demonstrates sincere cooperation, positive attitude, and exceptional
willingness to assist others.
We will also be awarding certificates from our International President Douglas X. Alexander.
Reminders:
●We are still promoting the recruitment of new members and the retention of existing members.
●We need information from all club secretaries regarding your annual fundraisers so we can develop
a guide that can assist all of our clubs with new ideas for future fundraisers. Send this information to
Governor Bill Bradfield at hoxeyvillain@hotmail.com
●All clubs are reminded to send in their dues in a timely manner.
Keep Recruiting New Members!
In closing please remember to be careful at large social gatherings and wear your mask when
appropriate for your own safety and the safety and health of those around you.
Recruitment + Retention = Healthy Clubs
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1ST VDG Jackie Glazier

Global Causes,
Lions can you name the five Global Causes? Has your club done a project
for any or all five of the causes? Our district Facebook Page is a great location,
along with zone meetings, to share your ideas and experiences of how your
project turned out. Helping fellow Lions and clubs is a great and rewarding time.
Our five Global Causes: Diabetes, Environment, Vision, Childhood Cancer, and
Hunger.
Lions Forum will again be virtual this year giving all Lions access to enjoy
the speakers. Watch for updates and tune in.

~~Someone special sent me this.~~
When I woke up this morning I asked myself, "What is life about?" I found the answers in my
room...The fan said, "Be cool." The roof said, "Aim High." The window said, "See the world!" The
clock said, "Every minute is precious." The mirror said, "Reflect before you act." The calendar said,
"Be up to date." The door said, "Push hard for your goals." The floor said, "Kneel down and pray and
be thankful for what we have."
I believe as Lions this says a lot about what we do. We sometimes need a gentle reminder and being
a Lion and with Lions is a Great Gift!

Happy Valentine’s Day Feb 14th, FVDG Jackie
2nd VDG Jim Patterson’s Message
As I write this the new year is just upon us. I have spent my first six
months as a vice district governor. I never thought of myself as the
leadership type and I approached this position with more than a little
apprehension. If someone were to ask me to describe myself, I would
have said, “In over my head!” Six months into this, I have been amazed
and heartened by the excellent help and good advice I am getting. I am
beginning to think that maybe, just maybe, I might be able to pull this off.
And that is the point of my message this month. Many of us shy away
from positions of leadership because we feel we aren’t up to the task.
It’s also a lot more comfortable being a follower – that way all eyes are
not on you. Besides that, leaders have to stand up in front and talk to
everyone – like a speech or something. Yikes!
There are lots of reasons why we avoid being a leader. I’m very familiar with all of them.
All of these…fears?...keep us from taking an active role in deciding the direction of our club. By
avoiding even a small leadership role we deny our club access to our imagination, creativity,
uniqueness and passion for serving. It is a loss that shouldn’t happen.
In my seventy-five years I have been around the block a time or two. And I tell you with complete
honesty, I have never…ever…been exposed to an organization that takes training leaders as seriously
as Lions International and the Lions of Michigan do. These are not organizations that teach
swimming by dropping you into a pool of hungry sharks. They recognize that most of us have little
leadership experience and approach training most appropriately.
There are workshops, seminars, podcasts, online courses, books, PowerPoint presentations, in
person coursework and on-and-on. Many of these resources can be accessed via computer from
your own comfy chair at home. Most take less than an hour of your time to go through.
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When you are asked to serve in some capacity (and you will be) challenge yourself to accept a
leadership role. It’s OK to start small – be on the board, become a committee chair – take a risk. Then
take advantage of the free training available to you. Don’t know where to start? Here’s a link:
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/resource-center/club-president-vice-president.
And don’t be afraid to ask for help. Help is readily available from leaders and former leaders in your
own club. I’m the first to recognize that I’m not the “brightest bulb on the string” so I make up for my
lack of brilliance by asking a lot of questions. Go ahead, ask, it’s OK!
Grow into that first position and when asked again, take the next step up. I guarantee your life will
change for the better and your club will be the better for your efforts. I’m writing the next line in all
capital letters: NO ONE WANTS YOU TO FAIL! Putting it another way: EVERYONE WANTS YOU
TO SUCCEED! With that kind of support, how can you not?

IPDG Bill Koch Message
Lions, I'm hoping like I'm sure the rest of you, to have a better year this year.
Meeting and events are happening, and hopefully all meetings will be in
person. We are all praying that this terrible scourge on humanity goes away.
We need to see and socialize with each other freely. We need to laugh and
share our companionship and be Lions again. We are serving, as we always
will find a way to serve. We will find a way. The Forum is coming in
February. Please make every effort to participate. You will find out more
about Lions at a Forum than any Lion can imagine. Remember you meet the
Best most Wonderful people at a Lion function.
Fellow Lions,
The Lions Michigan Forum committee is disappointed to announce that we will not be able to hold an
in-person Forum this year due to the cancellation of all events at the Holiday Inn Gateway Centre,
Flint.
If you have already registered, a refund will be sent to you. I have requested that the hotel cancel our
block of room reservations, as well.
We will move forward with a virtual Lions Michigan Forum, to be held on February 26. Please watch
for notification and registration for this free event! The Forum committee had great success with
a virtual event last year and we will continue the tradition of the Lions Michigan Forum excellence
offered to our membership for over 20 years.
[Attached, please find a White Cane Order form to share with your clubs along with this information.
Orders will be shipped from the Lions State office as they are received. White Cane Week is April 23May 1, 2022. (See pages 10 & 11)]
Thank you for your continued support!
Sincerely,
PDG Karen Routson,
Forum Chair

Lion Wendy Burns
Executive Director
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DISTRICT 11E1
FEBRUARY LION OF THE MONTH
LION BILL WILDER
EVART LIONS CLUB

Lion Bill Wilder has been a Lion for fifty-seven years. He joined the
Pinconning Lions in 1965. In 1969, he moved to Evart, Michigan and
joined the Evart Lions Club. Bill has been one of their most active
members. He has been King Lion three times and the Evart Club’s
treasurer for the last approximately twenty years.
The Lions have run a food stand at the Evart Fairgrounds since 1947, when the Fairgrounds was first
built. They spend about twenty days a year running the food stand and Bill has been an active
participant in running the stand. For the last 7-8 years, Bill has been the chief grocery getter for the
food stand. He travels out of town to Sam’s Club and Gordon Foods to buy the food that the Lions
sell. Bill has participated in all the activities that the club runs – two chicken Bar B.Q.s, White Cane,
and one of their biggest fundraisers; they sell Michigan Lions Service Foundation Sight and Hearing
raffle tickets and receive a rebate for tickets sold. Lion Bill was also instrumental in helping the Evart
Lions start a scholarship program that awards a $1,000 scholarship to a student each year and
provides $1,000 to the Promise Club that helps students find funding for college. Lion Bill is an Air
Force veteran and a retired educator. He was a school principal for 20 years. Bill is active with
several Masonic organizations, the area food pantry, and is a library volunteer. Bill indicated, “I have
had a good life. It makes me feel good to make someone else’s a little better.”
CONGRATULATIONS Bill Wilder our February Lion of the Month.
Lion Pete Conarty, District 11E1 GLT

IS YOUR LION ON THE MOVE??

COVID-Omicron has certainly affected the way that we do business. However, it has not stopped our
bold Lions from continuing to win new members and conduct fundraising events. It has taught us to
stop and develop new procedures and methods (some we never thought possible) to continue our
goal of serving the needs of our communities. What it has taught us, and maybe for the better, is that
we are flexible and that we don’t always have to do things in the same way. Sometimes changing our
methods and procedures can benefit our club and open us to new ideas.
A couple of items:
1. The State Lions Forum has been cancelled. The Holiday Inn, Flint, cancelled all events at the
hotel. The Forum Committee is trying it’s best to put together a virtual presentation. More information
will be coming.
2. New Lion members and new chartered clubs will not have to pay a fee to join Lions. This is in
effect until July 1, 2022.
3. If you are looking for a FUNDRAISER, look no further than your Michigan Lions Service
Foundation. They have two opportunities for you to conduct a fundraiser and profit from it. At the
same time, you would be helping fund the Foundations activities of helping people in the state of
Michigan. The Foundation has new Lions of Michigan Cookbooks (order form on page 9) that you
can sell. Sell twenty cookbooks or more for $15.00 each and get five dollars refunded to your club for
each cookbook sold. The second fundraiser activity is the Foundation’s Sight and Hearing
Sweepstakes Raffle Tickets. Tickets are $10.00 each and cash prizes will be awarded to the winners
of the raffle drawings. Clubs that sell 30-99 tickets will receive a rebate of $3.50 per ticket sold, 100249 tickets - $5.00 for each ticket sold, and $5.50 for each ticket after the club has sold 250 plus
tickets. The Foundation sent tickets to your club president and more can be ordered. [See page 12
for the Sweepstakes flyer.]
Take advantage of changes and opportunities in this pandemic period. Lions are bold and can make
things happen!
Lion Pete Conarty, District 11E1 GLT
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District 11E1 Convention 2022

NEW LOCATION
Evergreen Resort,

April 22 – 23, 2022
7880 Mackinaw Trail,

Cadillac, MI 49601

The convention has been moved due to the sale of the Holiday Inn in Big Rapids. Governor Bill
and I went to Cadillac and set up the convention for 2022.
The theme for the convention is the Wild West, so get out your cowboy or cowgirl hats and boots,
to join us for a great week-end.
There will be a new member lunch for anyone that has joined since last convention. Everyone will
have to pay the registration fee, even the inductees.
We will again be doing the Tidbit Booklet. Send in info to PCC Janalee McClure. What a great
way to Honor a Lion in your club, or to advertise an event for your Club.
Banner Parade is before lunch on Saturday. Show your club banner and be proud to be a
member club.
Auction items are needed, as this will offset costs for the 2023 convention. It helps to keep the
convention reasonable for everyone.
Join us for fun, training and fellowship.

District 11 E 1 Convention Registration Form

April 22 - 23, 2022
Evergreen Resort,
Make Room Reservations - call 231-775-9947

7880 Mackinaw Trail, Cadillac, MI 49601
$94 a night + taxes

Please print clearly and enter information for each person attending
Name

Lion Guest Registration Friday
Lunch
Banquet
Total
$10
$12
$15
$20
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Breakfast included with guest room.
Friday night - Hamburgers and hotdogs
Saturday Lunch - Italian Pasta Buffet Saturday Banquet - Carved Sirloin and Traverse Cherry Chicken
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Club_________________________________________________________________________
Due by April 2, 2022. After that the registration fee is $15 per person.
Make checks payable to District 11 E 1 Convention. Payment must be included with form.
Send to Lion Pam Schroeder, P.O. Box 326, Onekama, MI 49675.
Address and phone number of person filling out form: _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
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Service Stories and submissions to LIONS CONNECTIONS

We post club service stories and/or news under the “ Club News” section of the District
newsletter. Has your story been shared? Our District 11E1 newsletter is forwarded to Lions of
Michigan for consideration in the LION PRIDE. Please submit articles in Word [Please no PDF
files] and pictures in jpeg format as an attachment for the March 2022 Newsletter by February 20 to
Lions Mike and Tina Hoy at hoym@charter.net or 989-832-8354.
Any District 11E1 Lion can submit articles and/or pictures for the newsletter. We encourage all clubs
to participate as this is your newsletter! It is helpful for a club to designate who submits materials, but
that is only a suggestion. Contact us if you have any questions. LIONS CONNECTIONS Editors

BARRYTON LIONS

CLUB NEWS

Christmas is a special time for the Barryton Lion's Club! It stands for everything that the Lion's Club
means to us, giving to those that need our help. We work throughout the year holding fundraisers so
that we can give help when we are called upon. Whether it be college scholarships, hearing aids,
glasses, financial assistance or just our time, we are always there to give whenever the need arises.
Christmas for the Barryton Lion's Club is a continued celebration in giving and Christmas 2021 was no
different. God's Helping Hands of Mecosta County received a $1,000 donation from our small-town
club to be used to help provide Christmas dinners to families in our area. Every family received a
turkey and all the trimmings to make their
Christmas meal, something that some of
those families would have done without.
We also donated $200 to a local Christmas
drive overseen by one of our members to
help provide new gifts to 44 local children,
several single parents, and grandparents
raising their grandchildren. These families
faced an uncertain Christmas due to some
last-minute hardship during the holiday
season and it was too late to sign up for any
of the traditional Christmas drives. Relief
and gratefulness lit their faces as the spirit
of Christmas touched their hearts.
All Lions give of their time, money, and hearts to helping those in need. Many times, those donations
go to help individuals that we will never know. In the small town of Barryton, our Lion's Club gives
mostly to friends and neighbors. We give to strangers and loved ones. We give to our community
that generously supports us and that giving stretches for miles.

CADILLAC LIONS

Thanks to District Governor Bill Bradfield, Lions
Tim Anderson, Matt Houk and friends Tony,
Jason, and Chris, the “Shack” has made its annual
debut upon frozen Lake Cadillac! Someone will
win $1,000 in our annual raffle if they can guess
when Mother Nature decides to thaw the lake and
sink our shack. Ticket sales end February 28,
2022!
[That is me with the helmet on. The Shack is attached
to the back of my snowmobile and I pull it about a half
mile on to Lake Cadillac each year. DG Bill]
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District Projects
I would like to come and visit your club for a presentation.
Please contact me through Lions Mike and Tina Hoy at
hoym@charter.net or 989-832-8354.
Cowboy Hoy
Hearing/Assistance Dog
Hello Lions,
Please follow this link to the latest Leader Dog- Lions Newsletter article.
https://leaderdogsfortheblind918.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/PhilanthropyLDFB/EWCdCsxXWMdKtZ5iTIjd5DoBckgmDqFCf0EGnltbZO_99Q?e=mWMEli
Additionally, copies of newsletters may be found online: https://www.leaderdog.org/lionsclub/resources/. Scroll to the “Newsletter” button to access.
Also, share this video to thank Lions for the important role they play on the Leader Dog team!
Leader Dogs for the Blind
1039 S. Rochester Rd. • Rochester Hills, MI 48307-3115
Direct Toll Free (888) 777-5332

EYEGLASS MISSION TRIP 2022

Due to a shortage of Eye Doctors, we have had to cancel and move the District Eyeglass Mission to
mid October 2022 (destination Puerto Penasco, Mexico). It is rather unfortunate that we have had to
do this as we have a complete compliment of eyewear for young and old alike. We continue to hold
Eyeglass workshops around the District and we would invite any and all Lions to participate if they
possibly can. Thank you,
PDG Harry Johnson [Contact Lion Harry at 231-745-4524 or lionharry1947@gmail.com.]

USED HEARING AID DONATIONS

Remember we accept used hearing aids of any age or condition. All used hearing aids are recycled
with one of the hearing aid manufactures. Lions of Michigan Foundation is given credits to be used
towards the purchase of new hearing aids. Most Clubs collect hearing aids with their glasses. If you
have hearing aids for recycling give them to our Foundation Reps., your Zone Chairs, or Lion Peggy
Frank at 616 217-6840 for pick-up.

DISTRICT FLOAT

The District Float will be at its new home beginning August 1st. The address is 8543 E 7 mile RD, Big
Rapids, 49307. Reservations still need to go through myself, using the form on the District website.
The float is available. Whichever Club picks it up is responsible to return it promptly!
Any questions, contact Lion Laura Johnson at 231-250-0537.
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Lions Bear Lake Camp - Cabin Renovation 2022 Sing Up Club/District Service Project Opportunity
Lions Bear Lake Camp is in need of your club's help!
If your club is looking for a community service project, look no farther than camp!!!!
We are in the process of getting our camp ready for the 2022 season.
We have many renovations that are needed, and we need Lions assistance in
getting the work done prior to April 2022.
We have 10 cabins that we are renovating, which includes removing beds,
repainting, and installing new carpeting squares. The campers will really appreciate the refresh of the
cabins. To meet the schedule, we have set up workdays every Saturday, starting January 15th
through March 19th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (EXCLUDING THE WEEKEND OF MARCH 5th)
To sign up, you just need to click on the below link and sign up you and your fellow Lions members.
Due to the limited space in the cabins, we are limiting our workers to 8 per day. If possible like if each
club could send 1- 2 members to help one day. Please sign-up ASAP to lock in your date.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 810-837-0119.
The Lions Bear Lake Camp Address is 3409 N. Five Lakes Road, Lapeer, MI. 48446
Additionally, Lions Bear Lake Camp is still looking to raise $15,000 to assist in paying for the
supplies needed to complete the renovations. We are also in need of 2 golf carts to help in assisting
the staff and campers. Lions Bear Lake is a statewide project, and all clubs are welcome to
participate. The Mission of Bear Lake Camp is to develop leadership skills, build confidence, and to
provide premier outdoor educational and recreational experiences year-round to all persons,
regardless of ability. We offer a unique outdoor focused community that allows individuals to grow no
matter what your abilities. CLICK BELOW
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1t7JMF1sm-4LjlE4qZo1M1_aeUt5hRUNY10-zplfpIE/edit?usp=sharing
Thank you for your support!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Shelly O'Henley, Executive Director, Lions Bear Lake Camp
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Service from the heart with
International President,
Douglas X. Alexander

Dear Lion,
The new year is a time of great personal reflection and hope for the
future. It is an opportunity to celebrate your achievements, build on
your successes and find new ways to do even greater things in the
months ahead. As Lions, let’s use this opportunity to reflect, renew
and ready ourselves for a new year of service.
That begins with each of us. So focus on strengthening your club and
the incredible connection you share. And encourage each other to
grow to your full potential as Lions and community leaders. Because
when we ensure that every Lion has the opportunities to live out the
service in their hearts, the best is yet to come.
Yours in Service,
Douglas X. Alexander
International President
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